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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1 .56, Applicants are enclosing an 
Information Disclosure Citation Form (PTO-1449) and a copy of each of the documents cited 
therein. An untranslated copy of an Office Action from the JPO for the Applicants' Japanese 
counterpart application also is enclosed which cites each of these documents. 

It is respectfully requested that the cited documents be considered by the Examiner in. the 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 09/609,250 



above-identified patent application and that the cited documents be made officially of record 



therein. It is further requested that a listing of the same appear on the face of any patent which 



may issue fi'om this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 

SMITH, GAMBRELL & RUSSELL, LLP 

Beveridge, DeGrandi, Weilacher & Young 
Intellectual Property Group 
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